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lowa State Fair
who we are

For over 70 years, FFA members from across the state have

experienced the WA STIT Tl serving as a Free Stage Attendant
or a Grandstand Usher. FFA members are selected through an

application process during June. Once fair time rolls around,
members move to the lowa State Fairgrounds
in Des Moines one or two days prior to the fair starting. FFA

members selected as ATTENAANTT ANd USherS are provided with

housing and meals throughout the duration of the fair on the

fairgrounds at the Youth Inn. Members are supervised by two | _ -
intendents, state FFA staff, and state FFA officers. LUhat UJC dO

: free ST(]gC ALTENAANTS spend their time at the fair helping set

up and tear down acts on the five free stages.

program super

Free Stage Attendants work closely with acts and stage crew

members to prepare for performances of all types.

Granastand UShers help distribute fair programs during the day
and help seat 14,000 grandstand guests in the evening.

Grandstand Ushers have the responsibility to make the fair
experience as one of the first people you see when you come
to the fair and possibly the last at the end of the day.

ALTendants and Ushers also complete other tasks
throughout the fair when asked by the Iowa FFA

Association or the Iowa State Fair including helpin
wmé' apphéj g helping

FFA members who serve as serve in this capacity get to see the

state fair while developing leadership skills including
responsibility, time management, and communication.
Members selected to serve as Attendants and Ushers are asked
to make the experience what they want to make it while
representing their family, FFA chapter, and the 16,000+ Iowa
FFA members. On our first night together, members are given
the opportunity to become familiar with the fairgrounds and get
to know each other through group activities.

The next 10 days members are encouraged to see the fair or

hang out with fellow FFA members serving as Attendants and
Ushers.
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lowa State Fair

What W\Cl{f have 1o Ly
Being an usher is one of the best decisions I have ever chosen to do.
Not only did I learn how to take on rtxponxibﬂmgf take orders, and
become more active in the FFA, but I gained many liftlong frienas
who are more like family. Most of my favorite memories are

from being an Iowa State Fair usher.
Marissa Donghue, Coon Rapias-Bayard FFA
Grandstand Usher a010-a013, Head Usher 3013

I had such a great time serving as a fft ngf (TENdant because I was able

to directly work with acts. It was also a great opportunity to advocate to

those people about the organization and what the FFA stands for. I was
able to [EAM 0 0 about sound equipment and how to properly use it by
working directly with

professional sound guys.

Aeck Pasrord, Villisco FFA
Free Stage Attendant 3007-301

Serving as an Iowa State Fair

= 4 S — N . ) D Grandstand Usher was
== lie changing.
It’s the first “on my own”
experience where I was able to
build [adership kil and
find NEW iENAS that
will last forever.
Steven Roose, Pella FFA
Being a free stage attendant was one of the ngUTCST A txptritncex. I never Granastand Usher, 3008-301a
thought that there could be so much fUll mixed with work. Not only Head Usher 3018
did I meet some pretty awesome country artists, but I also met one of
my best friends. Stage attending gave me the opportunity to experience
FFA in a different light as well as become an avid [OVer of the lowd State Fair.
Abran Meyer, Wapsie Valey, FFA
free ST(]gC Attendant, 3010-a0ll

Stil #ave Questions?. Contact: Us!

Ally Blanchfield ablanchfield@scc.k12.ia.us
Justin Rottinghaus  justin.rottinghaus@thegenerals.org





